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next morning. In this the Count de Maleissige, whom I had at Nesbitt's recommendation made my brigade-major, embarked with me. We at last found the ship after cruising in search of her for four or five hours. As soon as we were on board she immediately got under way; most of the fleet had already passed down nearly to St. Helen's. We passed through the Needles and joined them. The wind was perfectly fair and blowing very fresh.
Captain Lecky and the master very politely offered to let me join their mess. They said it would not be sumptuous, as they had not till that morning known of my going, and had even themselves been hurried off sooner than they expected and had laid in but little. There was, however, plenty of wine and salt beef on board. I said I should be satisfied with whatever they had, and only regretted putting them to any inconvenience. Notwithstanding Lord Oath-cart's endeavour, ships could not be got ready for either the " Koyals Strangers," " Hompesche," or the Dutch Artillery. Not one regiment, therefore, of my brigade is in the fleet. Upon my arrival in the West Indies I shall find myself without a command. General Perryn will, of course, take the command of his own. Both Colonel Nesbitt and I had frequently represented to Lord Cathcart the impropriety of embarking several of the corps lately arrived from Germany. They had been four or five months on board ship, and were in no state for service; but Government was eager to send out with this convoy as great a number of the foreign corps as possible. Lord Cathcart wished to have the character of forwarding this service, and hurried them on board instead of representing their real situation. The " Royals Strangers," " Hompesche," and Dutch Artillery are fortunately detained; consequently they will join us, in six weeks or two months after our arrival, in good order. Admiral Cornwallis carried so much sail all the 2gth that in the night he lost us. We have since fallen in with the Undaunted frigate and nineteen or twenty of the convoy, with whom we are proceeding with a fair wind. We left Portsmouth with about 100 sail. The captain opened the sealed orders at sea, expecting to find a